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City of Washington

Regular Meeting MINUTES
Washington City Council

  February 2, 2023 6:00 P.M.  

        
ROLL CALL:


Councilman Joseph DeThomas  

Present 

Councilman Andrew Callan

Present 

Councilman Joe Pintola


Present
Councilman Ken Westcott 

Present
Mayor Scott Putnam 


Present
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Individuals or group representatives who have signed in prior to the meeting, will have 5 minutes of microphone time to address Council during the public participation portion of the meeting. We prefer if there is a group, a representative be chosen to speak. Audience comments will not be permitted following the public participation portion of the meeting; therefore, we ask that you please review the agenda for any item(s) you may wish to discuss. We have, in the past, had individual’s direct comments to Mayor and Council that were not correct or could not be documented.  For that reason, we ask that your information be to the point and factual.  Although we may not be able to answer your question at this meeting, we will refer your request or recommendation to the proper department for any necessary action.
MOMENT OF SILENCE: 
PRAYER: Arron Miller  

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Georgianna Farkas- 395 West Chestnut Street: Asked that Fern Sibert speak on her behalf. Fern asked what Line Item #7 is. Mayor Putnam explained that it is the Policy for City Employees in regard to using sick time and the protocol in regard to Covid. Fern then asked what Line Item #13 is for. City Administrator, Donn Henderson, explained that the Demolition Fees were increased and the Sidewalk opening permit was reduced. 


Fern Sibert- Addison Street: Talked about the Clean Ups within the City on 2/7/23, 3/20/23, and 3/25/23. She also discussed the Plastic Lid collection is has organized to raise funds to purchase benches for the Washington Park.  Mayor Putnam stated that the city would soon select a Citywide Clean Up date in May.         

CLOSED TO PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2023, Special Meeting of the Washington City Council. 
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2023, Regular Meeting of the Washington City Council. 
Mayor Putnam thanked the Dreamers Company for being a huge partner to the City of Washington. He presented The City of Washington “Pride In Washington” Certificate of Appreciation Presentation to the Dreamers Company for all of the time, work and money they have invested in the City of Washington. Todd Ashmore and Aaron Miller accepted the honor. 

COMMENT: Councilman Callan thanked the Dreamers for all of their work mulching the playgrounds, painting, weeding, placing fencing at the future Dog Park and purchasing the Basketball Hoops for the 7th Ward Playground.    


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve the following payments:

a.  Dodaro, Matta and Cambest in the amount of $1,645.00 for Invoice #11240.  CHARGE: 01-13/404-310

b.  Fastenal in the amount of $32.25 for Invoice #PAWAS201189. CHARGE: 77.00/433-700

c.  WEWJA in the amount of $3,250.00 for Invoice # 17643 December 2022 Dye Tests. CHARGE: 01.34/413-240

d.  Campbell, Durrant, P.C., in the amount of $1,701.16 for Invoice 76019. CHARGE: 01.13/404-314.

e.  Skelly & Loy in the amount of $7,067.51 for 11/13/22-12/10/22 Project JN157095A. CHARGE: 53.00/436-313

f.  Ziegler Tire in the amount of $3,033.04 for Truck 54 Tire Replacement. CHARGE: 33/411-251 

g.  Witmer Public Safety Group in the amount of $2,503.54 for annual SCBA Testing. CHARGE: 33/411-371
h.  Travelers in the amount of $1,467.40 for Invoice 000623472. CHARGE: 01.60/486-350


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the following refund: 

a.  Commonwealth Abstract in the amount of $225.00 for dye certificate refund for 231   

     Burton Avenue.  CHARGE:  01.00/361-652

b.  Commonwealth Abstract in the amount of $50.00 for owner change application refund for 231 Burton Avenue. CHARGE: 01.00/322-291 

c.  Commonwealth Abstract in the amount of $75.00 for Lien Certificate and Tax Receipt refund for 231 Burton Avenue. CHARGE:  01.00/361-651


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to  enter into an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement to participate in the Washington County Land Bank contingent on both parties agreeing to proposed changes in contract language.

COMMENT: Mayor Putnam thanked Bob Griffin and the Redevelopment Authority for working with the City to get this agreement. 


Motion made by Councilman Callan, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to approve the 2023 Tournaments Inc. Lease agreement.


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the Adoption of Covid Leave Policy. 

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve utilizing Fire Capital Improvement funding, previously approved in the 2023 budget for the purchase of 7 sets of Turnout gear not to exceed $50,000.00.  

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to appoint Dave Orndof to the Washington Business District Authority Board for a 5-year term, effective March 16, 2023, until December 16, 2028.   

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to submit Washington County Municipal Joint Purchasing 2023 Survey.  

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to approve proceeding with the Engineer promotional process in accordance with the City of Washington Fire Civil Service rules and regulations.   
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to request that the Civil Service Board create an eligibility list for the Fire and Police Departments.

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to approve changes to the 2023 Fee Schedule effective 2/2/2023. 

Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to rescind the motion made on December 8, 2022, to approve the work order for emergency repairs on the brine equipment and payment not to exceed $3,944.00. CHARGE: 71.00/489-000.  
Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to approve payment to Cargill Incorporated in the amount of $3,645.84 for emergency repairs to the Brine Equipment. CHARGE: 46.00/430-740.  General Fund Reserve - Public Works Expense 
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to close the TIF account and transfer all remaining funds to the General Fund  

 Reserve Account. 

Motion made by Councilman Callan, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to award the Washington Playground Improvement Project Bid to Piccolomini Development in the amount of $150,000.00.
Motion made by Councilman Callan, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the updated cost estimate for the 2023 purchase from Play and Park for the Washington Park Playground.

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to transfer $250,000.00 from EIP Financial Upgrade Fund 80.00/492-900 to the General Fund 01.00/392-000 to cover payroll expenses. 

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to approve the retirement of Firefighter/Engineer Kevin Wilson effective 02/03/23, after 26 years of service, and pay all monies due and amend the Salary Resolution.  
RESOLUTIONS:


Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to approve Resolution No. 5 of 2023 to appoint Fern Sibert to the Planning Commission Board effective 2/2/2023 through 12/31/2026. 
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA (added during the meeting. Public given opportunity to ask questions about items being added to the agenda.)

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to transfer $20,975.00 from 75.00/492-900 (Insurance Claims Fund) to 03.00/392-900 (Liquid Fuels Account) to reimburse for a payment made from an incorrect fund.
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to transfer $35,000.00 from 84.00/492-900 (Rental Registration Fund) to 01.00/392-998 (General Expense) to reimburse for expenses. 

Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to pay Dickie McCamey in the amount of $4,879.50 for Invoice 10678546. CHARGE: 01.13/404-314. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR ITEMS NOT ADDRESSED ON AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION

DEPARTMENTAL DISCUSSION: 

Councilman Joseph DeThomas –Stated the Land Bank will be nice partnership with the City. Thanked the Dreamers. Congratulated Fern Sibert. 

Councilman Andrew Callan- Thanked the Dreamers again and congratulated Shana Brown with the WBDA for their LSA Award. Said he is happy for the City. 
Councilman Joe Pintola – Stated that so far this winter the Street Department has been saving money on salt and brine due to the low snow accumulations. 
Councilman Ken Westcott – Deferred his time to Shana Brown, who announced the upcoming Valentines Cocoa Tour on February 11, 2023, the upcoming Washington Goes Irish this March. Announced that Range Resources is sponsoring the Running of the Wools on May 5, 2023.  
Mayor Scott Putnam – Thanked City Employees for their dedication and excitement for City events. Stated that the Police Department is looking forward to wearing the body cams beginning in March, after training. And the Police Department should be getting some more new vehicles this year. He advised that the Fire Department will be testing and hiring this this.    
Solicitor Jack Cambest – No Comment. 
· The next scheduled Regular Council Meeting will be held on Thursday, 

      March 2, 2023, at 6:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. The agenda meeting will be held    

      on Monday, February 27, 2023, at 6:00 P.M.  

· City Hall will be closed on Monday, February 20, 2023, in observance of President’s Day.    


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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