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City of Washington

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Washington City Council

  January 4, 2024 6:00 P.M.  
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ROLL CALL:


Councilman Joseph DeThomas  

Present 

Councilman Andrew Callan

Present 
Councilman Joe Pintola


Present
Councilman Ken Westcott 

Present
Mayor JoJo Burgess


Present
Solicitor: Jack Cambest 


Present
MOMENT OF SILENCE: For the City Residents that we have lost over the Holiday Season
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Individuals or group representatives who have signed in prior to the meeting, will have 5 minutes of microphone time to address Council during the public participation portion of the meeting. We prefer if there is a group, a representative be chosen to speak. Audience comments will not be permitted following the public participation portion of the meeting; therefore, we ask that you please review the agenda for any item(s) you may wish to discuss. We have, in the past, had individuals’ direct comments to Mayor and Council that were not correct or could not be documented.  For that reason, we ask that your information be to the point and factual.  Although we may not be able to answer your question at this meeting, we will refer your request or recommendation to the proper department for any necessary action.
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Neil Isiminger/Isiminger Towing: Donated $500 to the City Police Department and $500 to the Fire Department.
Georgianna Farkas-395 W Chestnut St- Shared that the new Solid Waste Collector/Bigs Sanitation did a good job picking up trash this week. 
City Administrator, Donn Henderson congratulated the staff and Bigs for doing a good job the first week of their contract.  
Tara Sparks-Gatling-15 Linn Avenue- Requested that the crosswalks at the high school be repainted. Councilman Pintola advised her that the paint was already purchased and it would be done.    
Ivery Turner-205 East Hallam-Director and Founder of the non-profit LOYAL (Leading Our Youth to an Abundant Life, stated that the Lemoyne Center is for our younger children but our teenagers need a recreation center. Not just a place for kids to play sports but somewhere they can learn respect. He spoke to Mayor Burgess directly and stated, “I trust and believe you came to make a difference. The time has come.” He quoted Leroy Eldridge Cleaver, “If you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of the problem. 
Mayor Burgess shared that the City is working on the Comprehensive Plan and encouraged Mr. Turner to help the city with this project. He told Mr. Turner that his request “hasn’t fallen on deaf ears.” 
Fern Sibert-486 Addison Ave-Invited everyone to the Clean and Tidy Bottle Cap Sorting event January 6th and February 3, 2024 at the Community Room next to 4th Presbyterian Chruch from 9AM until 9 PM. 

Public Comment Closed

Civil Service Commissioner Richard Beck to present the Fire Department Engineer Promotion List to City Council

Motion made by Councilman Callan, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the Civil Service Fire Department Fire Engineer Promotion List.   

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott,  and carried unanimously to approve the promotion of Firefighter Jarod Ross to the position of Engineer and amend the Salary Resolution.  


Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to request the Civil Service Board to conduct testing for the position of Fire Department Engineer.  



Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to extend conditional offer of employment to Bailey McAdoo for the position of probationary police officer, pending completion of psychological and physical with a   

tentative start date of 1-29-2024.
Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott,  and carried unanimously to request the civil service board conduct promotional testing for the position of Police Captain.


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve the Minutes from the December 7, 2023 Regular Council Meeting.  


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to approve the Minutes from the December 7, 2023 Demolition Hearing.  


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve the Minutes from the January 2, 2024 Reorganization Meeting.  


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve the following payments (A.-L.) in the amount of $410,145.17. 

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the following transfers (a.) in the amount of $40,000.00. 

Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to appoint Terry Faust to the Washington East Washington Joint Authority Board for a five-year term retroactive to January 1, 2024-December 31, 2028.   


Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to approve employment of Annamaria DeFillippis, as Treasurer Office Clerk,  

effective at a date to be determined, and amend the Salary Resolution, pending successful completion of employment screening. 


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve City Administrator, Donn Henderson’s contract effective January 1, 

2024, and amend the Salary Resolution accordingly. 


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to remove P. Becker from Heart and Lung retroactive 12-8-23.  


Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to remove Jeremy Notaro and Bill Poland, public works employees, from probation retroactive to December 2023, and amend the Salary Ordinance accordingly. 

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to accept the resignation of police officer William Kohne retroactive to January 1, 2024, to pay all monies due and amend the Salary Resolution accordingly.   


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas,  and carried unanimously to approve the 2024 CDBG Allocation:

a. $100,000 Home Rehab Program

b. $303,000 Fire Truck Payment

c. $100,000 Storm Water Projects
d. $74,500 Police Station Roof Replacement
RESOLUTIONS

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve RESOLUTION 1 OF 2024 

A RESOLUTION: AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1774, CHAPTER 15, PART 4, SECTION 407 – SPECIAL PURPOSE PARKING ZONES ESTABLISHED; PARKING OTHERWISE PROHIBITED, TO ADD 1 HANDICAP PARKING SPACE AT 1092 BRUCE STREET.

ORDINANCES

 
Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve the FINAL READING of 
ORDINANCE 1974 BILL NO. 1 of 2024
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON,

WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, VACATING A PORTION

OF BASSETT ALLEY LOCATED IN WARD 8 OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON.

DEPARTMENTAL DISCUSSION: 

Councilman Joseph DeThomas – Thanked the Isiminger’s for their donation to the fire and police departments. Congratulated Fire Fighter Ross on his promotion.   
Councilman Andrew Callan- Asked Donn when the LSA Meeting was if he was presenting for the Stone Pavilion Project. Donn advised that Sam Carroll our engineer would be presenting.  
Councilman Joe Pintola – Advised that the Street Department has a full crew and full allotment of salt for the upcoming weather.  
Councilman Ken Westcott – Nothing to report
Mayor JoJo Burgess – Thanked the Isimingers for their support. Told the audience that their attendance is appreciated. 
Solicitor Jack Cambest – No Comment 
· The next Agenda Meeting will be held on Monday January 29, 2024 at 6:00 P.M. 
· The next Regular Council Meeting will be held on Thursday February 1, 2024 at 6:00 P.M. in Council Chambers.  

· City Hall will be closed on Monday, January 15, 2024 in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

· The Washington Park Bingo Fundraiser is being held this evening at the Red Fox Winery & Lounge.   

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
CITY OF WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA

BY: 


 _______________________

 JoJo Burgess, Mayor






            
ATTEST: 

                                                                     

                                                                         
 _________________________


                                                                   
Michelle R. Sperl, City Clerk
JoJo Burgess, Mayor 





City Council


           Ken Westcott, Councilman


           Joe Pintola, Councilman 


          Andrew Callan, Councilman 


          Joseph DeThomas, Councilman








