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City of Washington

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Washington City Council

  JANUARY 9, 2025 6:00 P.M.  
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ROLL CALL:


Councilman Joseph DeThomas  

Present 

Councilman Andrew Callan

Present 
Councilman Joe Pintola


Present

Councilman Ken Westcott 

Present
Mayor JoJo Burgess


Present
Solicitor: Jack Cambest 


Present
MOMENT OF SILENCE:  In Memory of Michael Scott, Firefighter  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Individuals or group representatives who have signed in prior to the meeting will have 5 minutes of microphone time to address Council during the public participation portion of the meeting. We prefer if there is a group, a representative be chosen to speak. Audience comments will not be permitted following the public participation portion of the meeting; therefore, we ask that you please review the agenda for any item(s) you may wish to discuss. We have, in the past, had individuals’ direct comments to the Mayor and Council that were not correct or could not be documented.  For that reason, we ask that your information be to the point and factual.  Although we may not be able to answer your question at this meeting, we will refer your request or recommendation to the proper department for any necessary action.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No one signed in to speak 
CLOSED TO PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Civil Service Chairman, Richard Beck presented the Civil Service Firefighter List of 3 to Council.  
Civil Service Chairman, Richard Beck presented Council with the Certified Civil List of 2. 
Civil Service Chairman, Richard Beck presented the Civil Service Police List of 2 to Council. 
Formal Swearing in of Captain Carl Martin 

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to accept the Civil Service Firefighter List of 3.  

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to hire Ryan Cook from the firefighter certified list of three, effective January 10, 2025, contingent upon completion of all required pre-employment screening, and amend the salary resolution accordingly. 


Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to hire Benjamin Schweiger from the firefighter certified list of three, effective January 10, 

2025, contingent upon completion of all required pre-employment screening, and amend the salary resolution accordingly.  


Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to accept the Civil Service Police Certified List of Two.  


    Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to hire Ryan McIntyre, from the police certified list of two, effective January 31, 2025, contingent upon completion of all required pre-employment screening, and amend the salary resolution accordingly.  


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to hire Cayden Vicovick, from the police certified list of two, effective January 31, 

2025, contingent upon completion of all required pre-employment screening, and amend the 

salary resolution accordingly.  


Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Pintolat, and carried unanimously to approve the Minutes from the DECEMBER 5, 2024 Regular Council Meeting. 


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve the Minutes from the December 12, 2024 Liquor Transfer Hearing. 


Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to approve the Minutes from the December 19, 2024 Special Meeting.  

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve the following payments (A.-G.) in the amount of $53,070.13.

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve the 2023 Cooperation Agreement with the Redevelopment Authority of 
the County of Washington.  


Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to approve the 2025 City Fee Schedule. 


Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the UCC Codes Fee Schedule. 


Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to appoint Councilman Ken Westcott to the position of Chief Fiscal Officer, pursuant to Chapter 118 of the Third-Class City Code.                                                                                       COMMENT: Councilman Westcott abstained from vote 
         

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas and carried unanimously to appoint Nico Labella to the position of Deputy Chief Fiscal Officer, pursuant to Chapter 118 of the Third-Class City Code at a salary of $62,500 and adjust the salary resolution accordingly.


Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to  approve Harshman CE Group to work on DCNR Grant application. 


Motion made by Councilman Callan, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to  approve Harshman CE Group to work on GTRP Grant application. 


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve and pay Encase EAP for Employee Assistance Program for 2025 in the 

amount of $3,207.61


Motion made by Councilman Pintola, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to approve to re-allocate funding from the City’s 2023 LSA funding in the amount of $152,820.00 to be used for the “President’s Pathway Project”.


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve the 2025 Acrisure Fee Agreement Renewal.

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to transfer lot #720-001-00-00-0004-00 located at 22 West Chestnut Street/93-95 North 

Main Street to the Washington County Redevelopment Authority for future development. 

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to forgive City property taxes owed on Parcel #720-001-00-00-0003-00 located at 26 West Chestnut Street, pursuant to its transfer from the Citywide Development Corporation to the Washington County Redevelopment Authority. 

Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to add Fire Department Employee (DD) to Heart & Lung, effective December 12, 2024. 


Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to remove Fire Department Employee (DD) from Heart & Lung, effective January 7, 2025.  


Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to accept the new effective date of Susan Koehler’s retirement date as March 4, 2025, and amend the Salary Resolution, and pay all monies due.  
RESOLUTIONS

Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Pintola, and carried unanimously to approve RESOLUTION 1 of 2025

Whereas the City of Washington Council, pursuant to the City Code Chapter 2 Section 294-4, may upon proper meeting and taking all necessary steps incident thereto required to effectuate the adoption and passage of action to set fees for collection and disposal of solid waste, shall designate the fees for collection of solid waste and designated recyclables, and;

              Whereas the contracted fees for the City for the year 2025 have been reviewed and 



an amount established for collections now, 



Therefore, be it resolved that the fees and deadlines are as follows;

-Annual fee $300 due by June 1.

-Late fee of $50 added if paid between June 2 and October 31.

- November 1, 2025 -December 31, 2025 $350 plus fines and penalties as  established by the tax collection agency.
ORDINANCES
FIRST READING 
ORDINANCE 1978 BILL NO. 1 OF 2025

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING PART II: GENERAL LEGISLATION, ARTICLE I – MERCANTILE LICENSE TAX, SECTIONS 325-1 DEFINITIONS, 325-3 AND 325-11(C)(4)(A) PROVIDING FEES BE SET BY RESOLUTION; SECTION 325-8 TREASURER AUTHORITY; SECTION 325-9 SUIT ON COLLECTION; AND SECTION 325-10 (SETTING VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.)

***NO VOTE REQUIRED***
FIRST READING
ORDINANCE 1979 BILL NO 2 OF 2025
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING PART II: GENERAL LEGISLATION, ARTICLE III – BUSINESS PRIVILEGE TAX, SECTIONS 325-31 (DEFINITIONS), 325-34 (REGISTRATION), 325-37 (TREASURER AUTHORITY), 325-38 (SUIT ON COLLECTIONS) AND 325-39 (SETTING VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.)
***NO VOTE REQUIRED***
DISCUSSION: 

Councilman Joseph DeThomas –

Councilman Andrew Callan-

Councilman Joe Pintola -

Councilman Ken Westcott – 
Mayor JoJo Burgess- 

· The next Regular Council Meeting will be Thursday, January 9, 2025. 

· City offices closed on January 20, 2025 in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

· City of Washington Offices new business hours effective January 2, 2025, 8:30 AM until 4:30 PM.   

Motion to adjourn the meeting
CITY OF WASHINGTON 
BY: 


 _______________________

 JoJo Burgess, Mayor






            
ATTEST: 

                                                                     

                                                                         
 _________________________


                                                                   
Michelle R. Sperl, City Clerk
JoJo Burgess, Mayor 





City Council


           Ken Westcott, Councilman


           Joe Pintola, Councilman 


          Andrew Callan, Councilman 


          Joseph DeThomas, Councilman








