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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL
         Thursday March 6, 2025 6:00 P.M.     
City Council
           Ken Westcott, Councilman
           Joe Pintola, Councilman 
          Andrew Callan, Councilman 
          Joseph DeThomas, Councilman

        
JoJo Burgess, Mayor







ROLL CALL:
[bookmark: _Hlk52867136][bookmark: _Hlk37147377]	Councilman Joseph DeThomas  	PRESENT	 
	Councilman Andrew Callan	PRESENT	 	
Councilman Joe Pintola		ABSENT	
Councilman Ken Westcott 	PRESENT	
Mayor JoJo Burgess 		PRESENT	
                        	
Solicitor: Jack Cambest 		PRESENT	

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Individuals or group representatives who have signed in prior to the meeting will have 5 minutes of microphone time to address Council during the public participation portion of the meeting. We prefer if there is a group, a representative be chosen to speak. Audience comments will not be permitted following the public participation portion of the meeting; therefore, we ask that you please review the agenda for any item(s) you may wish to discuss. We have, in the past, had individuals’ direct comments to the Mayor and Council that were not correct or could not be documented.  For that reason, we ask that your information be to the point and factual.  Although we may not be able to answer your question at this meeting, we will refer your request or recommendation to the proper department for any necessary action.

Civil Service Police Lt. List of Three Presentation 

	Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the following payments (A-P) in the amount of $800,849.25.  
	Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to approve the following transfer (A & B) in the amount of $105,000.
	Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to accept the Civil Service Police Lt. List of Three. 
	Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to pay the Estate of Michael Scott for the remaining balance of sick time leave. 
	Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to enter into a contracted service agreement with Susan Koehler to perform training of the new Deputy Director of Finance retroactive to March 4, 2025. The rate shall be $35.00 per hour with a call/email rate of $15.00 for interactions requiring less than 15 minutes time. Not to exceed 5 hours per week. 
	Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to remove Firefighter William Koker from Probationary Status retroactive to   
February 2, 2025. 
	Motion made by Councilman Callan, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to approve the Washington Youth Baseball Lease for 2025/2026 season.
	Motion made by Councilman Callan, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the TWIST Softball Lease for 2025/2026 season.
	Motion made by Councilman Callan, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the Tournaments Inc Lease for 2025/2026 season.
	Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to sell the 2010 Ford Dump Truck per bidding requirements
	Motion made by Mayor Burgess, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to go into executive session. 
	Motion made by Mayor Burgess, seconded by Councilman Westcott and carried unanimously to come out of executive session. 
		Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to hire Richard Cleveland at a salary of $74,000.00 for the position of City Administrator effective March 18, 2025.
		Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman Callan, and carried unanimously to enter into a cooperation agreement with the Washington County Redevelopment Authority, Budd Baer and UPMC Washington Hospital for administration of the grant for construction of the road improvement project.
		Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve the 2025 CDBG allocation as noted:  
Home Rehabilitation- $100,000 
Tennis Court repair/resurfacing- $270,000
Tennis Court Sewer line relocation- $107,550
Demolitions- $100,000 
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to accept retirement of Police Captain Carl (CJ) Martin effective 3-1-2025 and amend the salary resolution and pay all monies due.
Motion made by Councilman DeThomas, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and carried unanimously to promote Police Lt. Von Lacock, as final person on the eligible list of three, to the rank of Captain effective 3-7-2025 and amend the salary resolution accordingly.
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to pay Industrial Networking Solutions (INS) in the amount of $1,992.84 for 5 antennas required for the installation of the Motorola in-car cameras. Line item # to be determined by Accts & Finance and or City Admin.
		Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to Motion to Promote Police Sgt. Michael Cain to the rank of Lt. effective 3-7-2025 and amend the salary resolution accordingly.
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to Motion to instruct the Civil Service Board to start the process of creating a new Police Captain’s Eligibility List. List to test and test No Later than July 1st  2025.

ORDINANCES
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1979 BILL NO 2 OF 2025
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA ADOPTING THE 2021 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE; PROVIDING FOR ADDITIONS, INSERTIONS, DELETIONS AND CHANGES IN THE CODE.
Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1980 BILL NO 3 OF 2025 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING SECTION 109, FINES AND PENALTIES, OF ORDINANCE NO. 1964 BILL NUMBER 7 OF 2022; INCREASING THE FINES FOR CERTAIN OF THE QUALITY-OF-LIFE VIOLATIONS FROM TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS TO FIFTY DOLLARS; PROVIDING FOR THE ADJUSTMENT OF FINES AND PENALITIES IN THE FUTURE BY RESOLUTION.
RESOLUTIONS 

 Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to Motion to approve RESOLUTION 4 of 2025 to add 1 handicap parking space on Elm Street for the Cutting Edge Salon located at 498 East Maiden Street.
 Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas, and carried unanimously to approve RESOLUTION 5 OF 2025 to remove 1 handicap parking space at 254 Springfield Avenue. 

DISCUSSION: 

Councilman Joseph DeThomas – Thanked the Civil Service for their work. Wished CJ well on his retirement and welcomed Rich Cleveland to the City. 

Councilman Andrew Callan-Thanked CJ for his service and reminded everyone about the Cash Bash. 

Councilman Joe Pintola - Absent

[bookmark: _Hlk513014550]Councilman Ken Westcott – Thanked CJ for his service. Thanked the Civil Service. 
Mayor JoJo Burgess- Congratulated CJ. Stated that Council would not tolerate residents harassing employees in City Hall due to an incident that recently occurred.  


The next Council meeting will be an agenda meeting held on Monday. March 31 at 6:00 p.m.  

EVENTS: 
-Washington Goes Irish: March 8, 2025      
-Washington Park Ca$h Ba$h: March 29, 2025
-Washington Community Clean Up: April 1 9a-2p
-Spread the Ewes Mixer: April 10, 2025
-Downtown Blessing Service: May 4, 2025
- Running of the Wools: May 3,2025



Motion made by Councilman Westcott, seconded by Councilman DeThomas and carried unanimously to adjourn. 
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